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Mayflower for the trip. My husband spoke, after which John McCormack, the Irish tenor, sang "The Star-Spangled Banner/' He sang as one inspired and when he had finished a hush hung over the multitude.
On our way back, Colonel Harrison H. Dodge, the custodian of Mount Vernon, gave us an amusing account of McCormack's request that, to accompany him, a grand piano be placed in front of the tomb of Washington. The Colonel thought this out of the ordinary, but on die singer's insistence he consented in the spirit of the French, who could explain anything with a shrug of the shoulders and their terse "C'est la guerre!" This was the second precedent established in connection with that shrine, the first being when the British War Mission, visiting the spot, reverently unfurled the Union Jack above the tomb.
About this time I received a note from M. Jusserand saying the French Government wished to present to me a small piece of Gobelin tapestry made at the State factory. After consulting my husband I wrote the Ambassador of my appreciation, adding that while we did not usually accept valuable gifts, this was such a gracious tender on the part of his Government that I would be pleased to accept it in the spirit offered. M. Jusserand replied that when the parcel arrived he would ask for an appointment in order to present it in person.
Two or more weeks passed, and in the press of other things I had forgotten about the tapestry when the Embassy telephoned that the package had arrived. I sent a note asking the Ambassador and Madame Jusserand to tea the next day, if they should be free. They were, and I asked if we could send for the package and have it opened at the White House before they came.
This was arranged, but I was at the canteen that afternoon and did not get home until just time to change and receive our callers. We had tea in the Green Room, and I remember how cool and serene it seemed after the heat and bustle of the